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| The Epiſtle | 
| ſhips , T do here- [4 
preſent you with a [9 


| Gopof thaDiſ-h, 


| C ourſe which was tg 
| Jo lately preached Fy; 
| before you. I darefT 


not quarrel with it 6 ” 


now , left thathy, 
ſhould implicitely FP 
Queition your jy 
Lordſhips Tudge- , 
ments, and theſ[e 
Fudgements of ſe-Y j; 


veral 


Dedicatory. 


 Fveral other perſons 
i of Quality, who 
- ave been pleas 
5 to approve of it : 
| Yet this I muſt [ay, 
fT hat I was [0 far 

1 from thinking it 
might become the 

1 Preſs ; as” that 
if 77 | Cams an Audito- 
, and upon ſo ſo- 

Ye lemn an occcafion, 
-Þ judg d it unwor- 


e A 2 thy PA IEbY j Bl 


Re rn nee ee OOO 


The Epiſtle 
thy of the Pulpit.|? 
But fince your) 
Lordjhips have. © 
thought otherwiſe, 

e becauſeit ſcarceſ p 
| favours of good L 
manners to contra" 
tif either youll! 
Thoughts or Com 
mands,T have thu" 
ſubmittedit toyouſ® 
Lordſhips Pleah* 
fares, though I an i 


nol 


Dedicatory. 


- not altogether 1n- 
url. ſenſible what ſun- 


»f ary prejudices will 
e attend it. Tis 
cel ſuited to a particu- 
od lar Seaſon, and 
4. therefore,like mu- 
uri fical notes, harmo- 
11.1 ni0us in their due.» 
u time and place,but 
nothing leſs when 
a 4iſ-jayned from-- 
undcheſe : nor dare T 
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The Epiſtle 
wh, that it v5 / 
/ 


again become fa- 
ſhionable,fi incethat| F. 
were to imprecate| 0 
publick miſchiefs.| t 
Twill be diſtaſted! / 
by ſome, becauſe itt] t 
ſeems to derogate| n 
from the deſerved: r 
-worth of a good, l 
| Conſcience; though| i 
[ its oA aber wat fa a 
far from this, that| m 


bel 


Dedicatory. 


| he could more glad- 
z-| y have pleaded a- 
at| gainſt Laws with- 
tel out thus Balance, 
s.| then againſt (0n- 
2d! ſcience Without 
it] their Condutt: only 
tel men were leaning 
-d| rather towards the 
1d later extreme; and 
| if be ſeems to bend 
{ol| a crooked T ree too 
atl much on the con- 


el A4 trm- 


>> 


F 
> 
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The Epiſtle 


trary hand, his in- 
tent 18 no other but | 
to make it ſtraight | 
Y Mm the cloſe. Twill - 
be cenſured by 0-| 
thers, for prefer-| 
ring Achitophel| 
before David; for | 


advancing carnal| 


Reaſon too highly, 
etoo much ſlight- 


ing the aſſiſtance of | 
GodsSpirit:but thu | 
Was | 


De dicatory, 
| was a8 far from my 
| thoughts, as to 
; Jpeake it,had been 
| beſides my purpoſe. 
' That theLord doth 
| thus eminently help 
| thoſe,who by pray- 
' er and faith, wait 
upon him, 1s a moſt 
comfortable and 
precious truth: yet 
| I kumbly concetye, 
| that ſuch aſuſtance 


A5 can 


The Epiſtle 


can be expetted on- 
ty in thoſe Under- 


takings, 70 which 


od calls men, not 


to which they call | 
themſelves : * And 


_ too, in the di- 


not in| 


ent uſe uſe F. 
' e ſlothful & ſu-| 


percilious neglett of 


lawful means : for 


thy leſſon the Cre- ; 
ator hath taught | 


' Dedicatory. 
7-| us by bis own pra- 
-| tice: If Omnipe- 
h| tency deſign « ff 
it | reſtauration of a 
I} languiſhing Heze- 1a. ;8. 
d| kiah, or his fight jorcg.s, 


-\ who was born 


| blind ; - a lump of 

-| fgs, lewop ſpittle 

i muſt be applied : 

| And as diſeaſes in 

| ive natural body 
| are not curable. 

| without 


The Epiſtle | 
without Phyſick;ſo | 
neither thoſe in the | 1 
Politick without | » 
Laws.N or havel | | 
x rw whats / 
amiſs tn theſe : tis | c 
true, I have com- | 1; 
pared them to the 
ſweeteſt Adufick ; | t 
and do, I confeſs, | d 
judge {known | 
Laws the beauty | 1 
and harmony of a | t 

 Com- 


Dedicatory. 


' Commonwealth. -yet 
if this Harp be ont - 


of tune, or want a 
ſtring , let ſome 
7  Skulful ear, and 
' cautious has be 
| mtruſted with its 
| Reformation. But 
' to vote Laws re- 
dundant and un- 
| neceſſary, as too 
many have done.; 
'to break theſe 
| bands 


————— ——— 


— 
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The The Epitle 


bands in ſunder, 


> caſt theſe fulken 
(Cords of Reaſon 


from us, were to| 


here Divine_ 


Vengeance 1 0C of | 
its moſt terrible | 
threatnings.; even | 


with our own -"m as 


to ſtretch out upon | 


theſ eN ations the 


line of confuſion, | 
ans w_ ſtones of 


em-| 


nag. O05 BR WS S&H 
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| Dedicatory. 
emptineſſ. Thu 
Diſcourſe 1 yet 
ſubjef toa farther 
| diſadvantage; twil | 
fall, no doubt, into 
| the hands of ma- 
ny, whom obſcurity 
or ,0n-obſervation 
of our late Exorbi- 


' tancys,may render 


1 ſtrangers toits juſt 


| ground and plenti- 


| ful occaſion; though 
| _ thus 


— 


The Epiſtle 
this was not only | 
the over - jealous 
furmiſes of ſome, 
nor the diſcontent - 
ed and ſecret mut- |, 
terings. of others ; | 
but things viſibly | 
ating both in our | 
N ative Country, | 
and here : Nor 
could the utmoſt | 
care of our Honor- || 
able and pious Go- || 


Ver- | 


Dedicatory. 


| Vernors (their Ex- 
 cellencies the Lord 
| Deputy Ireton , 
| whoſe memory/1s 
flill precious / the 
| LordDeputyFleet- 
| wood, a perſon ſo 
' eminently gracious, 
| that this Age hath 
| ſcarce parallel 'd 
' bim ; the Lord 


9 


| HenryCromwel, 


| whom God hath 
=: fur- 


The Epiſtle 
furniſhed with 
wiſdom © conduct 


even to admirati- 


on :) 1 jay,the ut-| 
moſt care of theſe, | 
and of thoſe other | 
worthies,who were | 
ftull drawing in the | 
ſame yoke with | 


them, could not 


ſuddenly redreſs | 


ths: for when once 
a Diſtemper hath 
ſeized 


Dedicatory. 
| ſei; the blood & 
vital Spirits, the 
head may more ea- 
| fuly condole then 
cure it. And 
really we , in this 
| flegmatickclimate, 
| grew flrangely in- . 
 fefled with that 
| State-malady,this 
following Sermon 
declares agaimit :. 
ſome Perſons of 


very 


The Epiſtle 


- 
SD TIO Do 
enhances a _—_ - 


ere long to carry 


pockets. Nor 
were theſe eſteem'd 


ſuch Lovers of 
| Books, as to make 
that Pocket-Com- 
panion very bulkiſh 


net- 


very conſiderable 

Quality, were not | 
aſham'd to tell you, | 
that they expected | 


all the Law of | 
England in their | 


Dedicatory. 

| neither. I cannot 
' but ſmile,(Cand the 
Lord grant it may 
| bewith a thankful 
| heart) when T call 
to mind how neat- 
| ly we were courted 
by the ſmooth and 


| fill voice of plau- 


| fability, into a con- 


ſent to our own 


ruine. eAnd that 
deſign goes on moſt 


 dan- 


The PF piſtle 

dangerouſly, which 
makes leaſt noiſe : 
for the ſcreaking 
wheel is more in- 
terrupted then the 
filent. But I muſt 
humbly crave your 
Lordſhips pardon 
for this tedious di- 
verſion from your 
more ſerious Em- 


ployments , and 1 
ſhall here break it 


off, 


mo o@SSCOSER2 


of 


Dedicatory. | 


of, the rather be- 
cauſe 'tis no If 
then a publick In- 
 [Jjary. That the. 
eighty Underta. 
kings now recom- 
mended to your 
care, may be ma. 
nag'd in the fear 
of chat (Fod,before 
whoſe more dread- 
ful Tribunal your 
ſelves with the 
meaneſt 


The Epiltle,&c. 


whom you are now 
ere long appear : 
requeſt a - 2 


whois, 


iq: Auguſt 5, 
I657. 


unworthy 
Servant ) 


. Sam. Ladyman, 


meane#t of thoſe | 
to ſentence, muſt | 
ſhall be his _ 
Throne of Hoce 


A From my Your Lord- : 
or _ Study-in : 
(Ml Cloaxml, ſhips moſt 


LEE 


The ErisTLE to the 
READER. 


| Conrteous Reader, 


T* His enſuing Diſcourſe 
1s adapted co the tem- 

per of the times, & ſmartly 
militates againſt the wild- 
neſs of irregular Deciſions 
a and 


T o the Reader. 


and Determinations ; and 
was therefore deſervedly 


courted to come forth, and | 


appear upon a publick 
Stage: thatſoin it, asin 
_ a Glaſs, the World ng 
| behold the Monſtroſity, & 


rugged deformity of Con-| 


ſcience, when ſeated upon 
the Throne, as Queen 
Regent ; whilſt ſtanding 
Laws are conſtrain'd to lie 


gaſping under her [mperi-| 


ous Feet, andare fullied 
unto the reproach of uſe- 


leſs and abſurd. 
The 


To the Reader. 


The declared Deſign is to 
make Conſciencea Courr 
of Chancery, , to mitigate 
the rigour of theLaws,as if 


| they were a Torrid Zone, 


under which there were 
no living. Thefollows- 
ing Hints and Obſervati- 
ons, arein order to thy 
{atisfa{ction. 

x There are many In 
the World, who appearing 
before the Bar of Confci- 
ence, have gone away 
complaining, that herlittle 
Finger hath lain heavier 

Aa.2 on 


Tothe Reader 


on them, then the dreaded 
Loigs of the Law. None 
have been more miſerably 


hampered, perplexed, _ 


injuriouſly oppreſied, then 
ſuch, who (if we would 
be ſo ſimple as to believe 
ſome men) have been moſt 
conſcionably dealt withal. 

2 They who are againſt 
Law, arc uſually ſuch as 
are ignorant of the Laws, 
and underſtand not che 
Profundity and Equity ot 
them ; and how they are 
with much myſterious 
wiſdom 


To the Reader. 
wiſdom, contrived and ac» 
commodated to the ſtate 


| and condition of the peo- 
ple, whole obedience to 


them 1s exated. 

3 They who would lay 
aſide the uſe of Humane 
Laws, areuſually ſuch as 
ſpeak undervaluingly of 
the Law of God, and reje& 
itag a Rule. 

4 They who: would have 
their own Conlciences 
Judges in other mens mat- 
ters, Will hardly be per- 
fwaded to run: the hazard 

a.Z of 


Tothe Reader. 


of ſtanding to the Verdi& 
of another Man's C onſci- 
ence,eſpecially if the Law 
be for him. 


s Conſcience is wont | 


to favour the Cauſe of ſuch 


as are of correſponding | 


Principles.  Sameneſs of 
Opinion oiten turns the 
Scales. How often hath 
a diſſent in Judgement, 
though mixed with abun- 
dance of tenderneſs, made 
men dance attendance, for 
a juſt Diſpatch 2 which 
great Inconyentency had 

been 


| Tothe Reader. 


been prevented, 1f pre- 
{cribed Rules had: been 
oblcrved. 

6 Ir's obſervable, that 
many Wuio are inveſted 
with a Military Capacity, 
 arz no great Friends to the 
Laws of the Land, A 
Juſtice of Peace is looked 
upon with an evil Eye, by 
a Man of War. | Col- 
ledges are accounted dan- 
gerous Citadels, which 
muſt therefore -be aſſaule- 
ed ; and Courrs of Juſtice, 
ſtrong Holds, poſſeſſed by 

| Men 


To the Reader. 


men of dangerous impo- 
ſing Principles, which 
muſt therefore be demo- 
liſhed. Books and Re- 
cords are the Enemies 
Ammunition, which muſt 
be ſeized on, that fo- the 
Adverſe Party may be 
weakned. Laws have been 
fe accuſtomed to deep 11 
lence in times of War and 


publick Conceſt,that Menſj 


cannot endure they ſhould 
ever after be heard to 
ſpeak out, and declare 
their Mind freely. 
72 Where 


To the Reader. 


7, Where Conſcience 
bears the ſway intheC om- 
monwealth,it would like- 
wiſe be Supreme 1n the 
Church ; abhorring all 
Forms and obliging Rules, 
but its own;and what hath 
been the Produdt of this, 
let our preſent Confufions 
teſtifie. Liberty in Opinr- 
on, will quickly reſolve 
into a Liberty 1n Prattice. 
Thus are Men's Souls de- 
ſtroyed, under prerence of 
preſerving their juſt Et- 
berties from being invaded 

S Their 
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To be Reader. 


 & Their acquaintance 
with Ireland 1s but very (C 
ſlender, who have notſ*! 
known ita place abound- of 
ing with Civil as well as 
Sacred Antinomians. How|® 
refreſhing is thar Winde 
to the diſconſolate In- 
habicants of a weary Land, 
which frowningly blows 
in the Faces of ſuch as 


to be keen Enemies 
Irelands Peace and Settle- 
ment ? {fo that Law ag?” 
wellas Religion , beging®? 


hy 


To the Reader. 


to lift up the Head out of 
:[aDeluge and Inundation 
. ſof boiſterous Diſcourage- 
;(ments , with which it was 
overwhelmed 3 which is 
lefunfo us as a Reſurreftion 
. from the Dead, and as 
, Light breaking forth out 
Þf Obſcurity. 


« This ſmall Trad hath in 
roff much reaſon; which, if 
le.pitended, may ſerve to 
,ponvince Gain-layers, and 
-nopfirm the Orthodox : 
hich , that it may do, 

| ws 
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To the Reader. 


1s the Prayer of him, 
who is a Friend to the 
Laws both of God and 
Man, 


TIA 7 


| $002 $0262 2228 | 


A Sr RMON 
preached at Clow- 
mel in Ireland. 


OY 2SAM, 19.29. 
 Þ have ſaid, Thoa and 
Ziba th uide the land, 


_ A Heve the word of 
MAH aking is , there 
$62 x power, 14 Da- 
id ſaid it, who durſt 

R CON- 


_ contradict it > The 


ee II 


A Sermon preached 


Son's Precept, Eccleſ.8, 
4. was burta Tranſcript 


of the- Father 's Pra- | 


&ice : though the Ver- 
di& he here paſſed be 


_ ever ſo unreaſonable, | 


yer-:may not Mephzbo- 


ſheth ſay unto him»vhat 


doſt thou 2 

I know there are 
{ome learned and wor- 
thy Authors, (as you 
may read 1n_ their 


Comments upon this 
Scripture) who would 
have this Text to ſpeak 
no more, then Dauzd's 


Oat] 


id 


crn 


ratifying his formerſſal] 


princely A& of Grace 
and free Donation, re- 
corded, 


It 
ead 


at Cloumel in Ireland, 


| corded, chap. 9. 9, 10, 
| But we muſt be 
tÞ leave at preſent to dif: 
- F ſent from theſe, and to 
-þ fide with ſuch as differ 
C| from them ; the rather, 
| becauſe the Context 
| ſeems to warrant our 
# | ſo doin 
Þ Wig lately in this 
© place, and upon the 
-Flike occaſion, lay 
Vidown ' the Þ Nature , 
W]Bourds > and End of an 
WSfOzth : and as the Sub- 
* <& of thar Diſcourſe, 
lid principally CON- 
" ern the wWitn ge : ſo 
&fhall this;the Fudge, 
cl In the words now 
e-fcad unto you , there 
d, B 2 are 


4 
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A Sermon preached 
are theſe Branches. 

1. A Controverſie de- 
crded betwixt Ziba and 
Mephiboſheth., 


2, The matter both of | 
this Deciſion and Contro- | 


werſie ; the Life, good 


Name, and whole E- | 


ſtare of Mephiboſheth : 


for had the Treaſon | 
Ziba charg'd him with, | 


been made good ; he 
had forfeited all. 


3. The Judge, and} 
'rwas Davza, a wiſe and | 


holy Man, one after 
God's own Heart, A8. 
13. 22, one deeply en- 


aged, both by Friend- | 


Jo 

ſhi p and Covenant, to 

Jonathan and his Seed, 
T $17, 


TI 


_ 


PR 


at Clonmel 12 Ireland, 


I Sam. 20,15, 42, 
4. The Definitzue, 


though moſt unjuſt Sex- 
\ tence, That rhe Plain- 
'F tiff and Defendant 


ſhould part ſtakes : the 
Land muſt be equally 
divided, betwixt abus'd 


| Mephiboſheth, and his 


perfidious Servant, 

5. Laſily, A double 
Cauſe of this untoward 
Decree : the one ap- 
pears in open and pab- 


lick view ; the other 
lies more cloſe in Da- 


vid 's Boſome. The 
latter of theſe we call, 
Proegumens z the for- 

mer, Procatarca, 
I, The Cauſs Pro- 
B3 «&«a- 


J 


— 


« A Sermon preached 


catarfiica , Was Z1ba 's 
Treachery, Bribes, and 
Falſhood ; together 
with his plauſible ma- 
nagement of thoſe his 
254.63, Calumnies : and pro- 
bable Slanders, if ſub- 
tilly order'd , with 0- 
ver-credulous Judges, 
| do verycalily paſs tor 
Truths, 


2. The Cauſe Proe- | 


gumena, was that Arbi- 
trary , yet lame Rule 
by which David pro- 


ceeded ; this not being, 
what it ought to 


have been , the known 
Laws of that Com- 
monwealth ; but <&i- 
ther his Princely Plea- 

ſurc 


WD” 


Wo 


| 


at Clonmel in Ireland, 

ſure, or Private Con- 
{cience 5; for both ſeen 
lapp'd up in the Pro- 
logue prefixed to his 
Deciſion , why ſpeake#t 
thou any more of thy mat- 
ters 2 thou knoweſt we 
have more weighty: 
Aﬀairs now in hand',/ 


thus interrupted : Be- 
{ides, I have ſad, Thou 


thar is, T have heard); as 
his Accufation, ſothy 
Defence ; and do think 


for thee to forfeit all; 
yet loath am I chat Z;+ 
ba ſhould have no- 


which would not be 


and Ziba drutde the land; 
it very unconſcionable 


thing : wherefore *rwill. 
. B. 4 nor. 


7 


A Sermon preached 


not be amiſs to djvzade 
the Eſtate ; however, 1 
» am reſolv'd to have ſo, 
nor will I reverſe my 
Sentence. | 

Though each Branch 
of this Text would af- 
ford us ſeveral pithy 
Obſervations , yer we 
muſt wave them at 
preſent z and from the 


Fudge, his Sentence , 
and the Rule by which 


he proceeded, raiſe on- 
ly this Doarine :. ' 
That without the gut- 


Dog, farce and ſuperintenden- 


cy, of known Laws, . the 


Conſciences, even of wiſe 


aud good men, are but an 
unſafe Rule in matters of 
Jucicature, Were 


' 


at Clonmel in Ireland, 9 

Were the Scripture 
filent in all other 
places , yet tis this one 
Example to prove 
this Dodrine abun- 
dantly ſufficient, The 
leaſt David could have 
done in this Cafe, had 
the Equity of that 
known Law , recorded 
in theſe words, Life for 
life, eye for eye , tooth for 
tooth, Deur.1g.21. had 
this, I ſay, been his 
Control and Guide, 
he could not have done 
leſs, then reſtored 2Me- 
phibLoſheth to his whole 
Eſtate, and hang'd up 
| Z:4a for his {landerous 

Accuſation : for ſince, ?ſat.ror.s. 
By U 
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proof 


A Sermon preacoed 


if that had bcen true, 
theMaſter had deſcrv'd 
to loſe his head ; it be- 
ing falſe , 'twas but e- 
ual that the Servant 
ſhould forfeit his. And 

even at this day,amon 
the_ Turks, the fall 
Witneſs undergoes 
that puniſhment,which 
the Accuſed, had the 
Charge been proved, 

was liable to ſuffer. 

But no longer to 1n- 
{iſt upon this Example 
in the Text it ſelf , our 
Saviour ſeems to juſt1- 
fie the Truth of this 
Propoſition , while he 
refuſes to at by ſo Ar- 
bitrary a Rule, as his 
Own 


at Clonmel in Ireland. 
own Will or Conſci- 


ence : for me thinks we 
may '{o underſtand: 
| him, Lake 12, 13, I4, 


who made me a Judge or 
a Drvider over you 2 As 
if he had ſaid, You 
know. am. not en- 
truſted ' with the ma- 
nagement of rhoſe 


Laws , by which Con- 


trover{ies about Meum 
& Tuum ought to be 
decided ; and to deter- 
mine theſe Differences 
by a Rule ſo boundleſs, 
as mens own private 
Judgments,is nor {ate 5 
nor {hall I do ir. 


I believe there were 0+ 


ther Inducements, which 
PET= 
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perſwaded Chriſt tq 
wave,what this 1mpor- 
_— Suitor would 

ave put upon him: Per- 
haps, SG cemedlin 
withTemporals,ſhoul 
interrupt that more ne- 
ceſlary& ſpiritual work 


for which he was ſent: 
Perhaps , that he might 
not cheriſh rhe thcn- 
almoſt Epidemical mi- 
ſtake cancerning the 


Meſitas, of his coming 
a Temporal Prince : 
Or, perhaps, that he 
might not give his Ad- 


yerſ{aries an occaſion to | 
charge . him with an | 
affe&ion of Juriſdi- 


Gion. or Magiſterial 
Power 
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Power over the Peo- 
ple. Bur as theſe wiſe 
and holy Ends had 
their Influence upon 
him , ſomight thart al- 
fo which we firſt aſ- 
hen'd, 

Thelaſt Proof ] ſhall 
trouble you: with ar 
this time, ſhall be thar 
raſh and rigorous Sen- 
tence denounc'd a- 
gainſt the Samaritans, 
by Fames and John, 
Luk.9.54. how do the 
Conſciences of rheſe 
men , though Chriſt's 
own Diſciples,like Sul- 

phurows eAtna,belch out 
| flames > how gladly 
could they have tranſ- 

formed 


13 
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formed that Samaritan 
Village, into another 
Sodom 2 yea , what {a- 
tisfaction to them, for 
thoſe Clouds which 
drop'd Fatneſs upon 0- 
ther places,to rain Fire 

upon this > 
But to draw necerer 
our own Times, we 
may remember when 
Conſcience fate as a 
Queen upon the $u- 
preme Scars of Judica- 
ture in this Common- 
wealth ; when ſhea- 
&ed without Control, 
and advanc'd her ſelf 
above all we called 
Law : did ſhe not then 
give ſufficient proof 
| what 


th I 


TV 
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lot we were like to find 
her > In what an inſo- 
lent and furiousmanner 
began the to invade 
our Rights, both as 
Chriſtians & as Men 2, 
Had her Magiſterial 
Dicates ſtood,our two 
ſtanding Ordinances 


| mult have fallen ; our 


Laws had now lain bu- 
ried in that heap of 
confution , which had 
been but the unavoid- 
able conſequence of 
their own ſubverſion ; 
our Teachers had been 
driven into corners ; 
' our Goſpel - Sun had 
been wrap'd up in a 

plenary 


what a dangerous Pi- 
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plenary Eclipſe ; our 
Eloquent Ocators,and 
Learned Councellors, 
had been numbered a- 
mong unneceſſaries : 
in Exglard, our Books, 
ourColledges had been 
burn'd ; it Helazd, 
drown'd : here a De- 
luge ; there a Flame, 
had been their Execu- 


tioner. Had the De- | 


crees of Conſcience 
{tood, our Charity had 
been as cold as our 
Zeal was hot ; men 
not onely ſtraitning 
their Bowels, and re- 
tuſing to give ; but 


| widening their Arms 


with reſolution,to take 
a- 


_w mend 
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away what our pious 
Anceſtors had beſtow- 
ed, Never could Dj- 
zyſius applaud himſelf 
more in his Sacriledge, 
when he ſpoil'd eXſru- 
lapics of his Golden 
Beard, and Jupiter O- 
Inprus of his coſtly 
Robe ; then we our 
ſelves in our Religious 
Plunder : the Alms of 
the Sick and Lame, the 
| Fatherleſs and the Wi- 
dow, were by Conſ(ci- 
ence vored a well- 
pleaſing booty, even 
by ſome _ both. 

judicious and godly, 
And thus both by 
Scripture and Expert- 
Cnces 


i7 
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Arg. 1. 
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ence, we have proved | 


our Doctrine ;.: 
That without , the gut: 
daice and ſupermtenden- 


cy of known Laws, the | 


Coi(ctences,&C. 


The Grounds or | 


Reaſons of rhis Point, 
are ſeveral :; I ſhall 
demonfirate it by a 
fivefold Argument. 


The firſt 1s raken | 
from knows Laws , what | 


they are. And why may 
I not call them the ve- 
ry Heart and Soul of a 


Commonwealth , the | 


Hinges upon which 1t 
rurns, and the Baſis up- 
upon which *cis built 2 
Theſe lick'd the Civil 

Body 


at Cloamel ia Ireland. 


| Body ( which other- 
wiſe had been but Ru- 


dw, maigeftaq; Moles, a 
confuſed Lump, an 


' heap of Rubbiſh, a 


meer Chaos) into thar 
comely ſhape : which 
now adorns it. A 
Kingdom withour 


Laws, is rather a Den yja;.44.13. 


of Thieves, a Court 


9 


tor Owls, an Habita-g:.. 


tion for Dragons, a 


Place much fatter for 


| Satyrs to dance, and 


for Monſters to hide 


themſelves , then for 


Men to dwell 'in. So 
highly did the Aga- 
thyrp prize their Laws, 
that in Ariſtotle 's way 

or 


ZO 
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for remembrance ſake, 
they ſang them ; as 0- 
thers did alſo betore 
Letters were invented: 
whence ſome will have 
the Rules of Muſick 
called riwor* and doubt- 
leſs the raviſhing Me- 
ledy of Orpheus his 
Harp , was no other 
then the harmonious 
murmur of wholeſom 
Laws, by which he 
drew Beaſts, or Men as 
rude as they, into 
Humane Society. "Ey- 
yeze@ owngue Rr oriu®, 
Known Laws are for 
the moſt part, but fo 
many. commendable 
Cuſtomes in black and 

white; 
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white 3 the Wiſdom 
and Experience of for- 
mer Ages, bundled up, 


and tranſmitted to Po-' 


fterity : and what a 
folly to place Conſci- 
ence, which is but of 
yeſterday , and knows 
little, in the roomof 
theſe> Nor may the 
narrowneſs of humane 
Underſtandings, the 
weakneſs of Mens 
Judgments , derogate 
trom their juſt Repure ; 
for though there be bur 
a liccle Light in a 
Glow-worm, a little 
Heatina Spark 5 yet 


many of theſe together, 


will afford a modetate- 
Ln- 


21 
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A Sermoi preached 
Luſtre, a convenient 


Warmth, And ſuppoſe 


there be bur a {mal pir- | 


tance,buta ſingle beam 
of Light,bur a ſpark of 
windy in a ſingle 
Intellect ; yer doth not 
this refle& upon thoſe 
Laws, which were the 
Products of Concen- 
tricated Beams 3; of 
ſundry Sparks laid to- 
gether, and blown into 
a Flame : I mean, of 


many well - informed 


Conſciences and Un- 
derftandings, united in 
a-glittering Conſtel]a- 
tion ;* and fitting in 


Council for their: 


Good , who live under 
their 


at Clonmel in [. reland. 


their Influence : For, 
what .more proper Pe- 
riphraſis, then this of 
a Parliament > what 
was the Roman Se- 
nate, but ſuch > Now 


to trample under our 


feet the {erious and un- 


 byaſs'd Deliberations 


of theſe Aſſemblies ; to 


 contemn the twiſted 
ſtrength of Known 
Laws, thoſe well-com- 
| paſted Combinations 


of Conſcience and 


| Judgment 3 and above 
| ao ger exalt the ſhal- 


low capacities of {ingle 
men ; were to com- 
plain of going to Jeru- 
ſalem, and to ere& 

| Calves 
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Calves at Bethel : to 
call Law, a burthen- 
ſom piece of Exube- 
rancy ; tocry againſi 
this Political Stru- 
cure , ſaying, Race 1t, 
race it, even tothe foun- 
dation : what 1s this but 
to remove the ancient 
Land - Mark ,  plac'd 
by Prudence and Ne- 
ceſlity > to pluck up the 
Hedge, and lay allin 
Common : and then 
the N;mrods of that 
Age, the mighty Hun- 
rers, would divide rhe 
Spoil, I never think 
of this Deſign, and its 
Promoters, how hand- 


ſomely they-labonured 


Ic) 
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to cheat us of our Laws, 
(the only Guardians of 
our Eſtates and Lives) 
but ir mindes me of the 
Wolt in the Fable, wi o 
advis'd the-Sheep to dif- 
miſs their Dogs, that he 
at pleaſure might | de- 
vour them. 


If any ſhould here ob- Objef. 


je thoſe miſchiefs 
which too often have at- 
tended Laws ; that, like 


the Bramble : they car 
the Fleece, rather then 
ſhelcer the Sheep : thar 


| they ſerve onely to per- 


plex poor mech ; 'and arc 


 ciemſelves reſted by 


the wealthier ; or, as 
Spiders Webs;carch leſ- 
TR $7 a 
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26 A Sermon preached | 
ſer Flyes, while the| 
reatecr eſcape : & 
Anſw. We might in partde-| x 
ny this charge. Bur fup- | 4 
poſe *twere true z There | ;þ 
1s one Maxime which | 
fully anſwers it : Abuſu | ,c 
707. tollit *ſum ; the abuſe | 
of a thing , can neither| jy 
null its uſe, nor in Ju-f, 
ſice leſſen its credit : forÞ;h, 
if ſo, what ſhall weſ 
think of the choiceſtÞþ,, 
Bleffings , which area-[þe, 
bus'd to Glutteny and}, 
Drunkenneſs > yea, off 
that Manna , and Food 
of precious Souls ,' thef 
Scripture ir ſelf , which 
ſome wrelſt to their ownþ;;. . 
and others deſtruction. 
2 Pet,3,16. Be- 
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at Clonmel i Ireland, 
Beſides, the Evils be- 


| fore alledged , cannor in 


Equity be charged upon 
4. Rule ; oe on 
thoſe who ſo wickedly 
managed it : and if their 
actings were ſo enor- 
mous , while they had a 
juſt and righteous Law 
to guide and check 
them 5 how much more 
irregular would theſe 


if have been, had they 


been a Law unto them- 

{elves > 

| This is the firſt Ar- 
gument. 


rom Copſcience, what that 
5: and under this Head, 
ye have five Reaſons : 

C 2 for 
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for we ſhall by and by 
ſhew you, that Conſcr- 
erice, even th wiſe and good 
men, is, I, a {ubordinate; 
2. a fiexible ; 3. a de 


fe&tive ; 4. an uncertain; | 


5. an arbitrary Rule: 
and cach of theſe are 
enough to prove tt 
(without the guidance 
of known Laws ) a 
moſt dangerous P1lot in 
matters of Judicature. 


Conſcience 1s bur al 


ſubordinate Rule ; *tis 


dependent upon, andf 


acted by ſomething a- 
bove it felf ; it both 
hears and {ſces with the 
eyes and cars of another 
faculty : *tis not a guide 

to 


at Clonmel $2 Irelind. 
o the Underſtanding ; 
bur the Underitanding 
a guide to it : *tis mc- 
thinks the Underſtand- 
ings Eccho ; it onely 


repeats what that di- 


(ares, and adds to it a 
commanding fiat, Cem- 
ſcrence 15 but the reverbe- 
ration of intellectual 
Beams : 1ts actings are 


litrle other then a chew- 


ing over of that Light 


\ which it borrows from 


this Fountain. Bur 


Laws are the more 1m- 


medjare Produds , and 
direct -Emanations : of 
ſundry united and ma- 
ture [udgements, Now 
to draw a Curtain be- 


Cz er 


g- 


A Sermon preached 
fore ſome fplendid 
Light ; and to examine 
matters of weight and 
intricacy, ( and thar 
matters of Judicature 
are ſuch, we ſhall ſhew 
anon; ) by ſome feeble 
Glimmerings , and faint 
Refle&ions z what were 
more imprudent and 
pernicious > Philoſo- 
phers have called the 
Will; ceca Potertia ; and 
withour the Under- 
ſtanding, Conſcience is 
bur mera zmpotentia, In- 
deed, there is no ſuch 
diſtin faculty in the 
reaſonable Soul; though 
Theology treats of it, 
yet Philoſophy is: filent 

| con- 
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concerning it, Its two 
moſt proper and princi- 
pal Operations, awefdhas, 
& xejas, What are they, 
but the zntelleFus profii- 
cus, recoyling upon it 
ſeit > ItS gwnfuag > what 
is that , but an appli- 
catory contemplation of 
thoſe Rules by which ir 
eſteems it ſelf obliged 
toact > Nor can Con- 
ſcience thus look for- 
ward upon its Law, or 
backward upor: it ſelf ; 


| unleſs the Ulnderſtand- 


ing lend it _ : which 
Truth: ( beftdes the pre- 
{ent occaſton we have 
for it)doth in ſome mea- 
ſure dere& the ground- 
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lefs ſcrupulotity of this 


agc ; in which we are 


atraid of compelling 
Children and Servants, 
(and with theſe you may 
rank the 1gnorant Na- 
tives of this Country) 
to ear publickly , and 
lcarn the Principles of 
Religion; leſt we ſhould 
force Conſcience : as if 
there could be a eweidnag) 
Or xetar » Without a 
ouunpnog * AN EXcuſing Or 
accuſing our ſelves,wirh- 
out the knowledge of 
tioſe diviice Truths, 
which muſt meaſure our 
actions: evenParl him(clt 
muſt fce the Law, bc- 
fore he could {ce his {tn, 

Rom. 
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Rom. 7. 7. But this 1s be- 
yond my purpoſe. | 
This 1s the firſt Rea- 
ſon drawn from 
Conſcience. 
Conſcience 1s a very 
flexible Rule, 'ris pli- 
able to every paſſion z 
'tis eafily tainted with 
prejudice ; 'tis byaſſed 
by ſelf-intereſt :;: and 
therefore without Laws 
a moſt dangerous guide, 


| (FC. 


I. Like a broken Bow, 
every paſſion is able 
to make ir ftart;afide., 
and forget its bu{inefs : 
Diis proximus alle quem 
ratia » 208 1a, mover. 
'Tis a rare thing tO 
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finde that man , whom, 
not Raſhneſs, but Rea- | 
{ons governs. How ea- 
fily 1s Conſcience by- 
aſſed with fooliſh pity ? 
then which, in a Judge, 
icarce any thing is more 
dangerous : both the 
Truth and ſad Effefts of 
this , he that runs may 
read, in El:'s carriage to 
his Sons : his gentle 
Reproof, howill did it 
become their horrid and 
354.2423 notorious Praiſes 2 
how far was it beneath 
the juſt rigour of thoſe 
holy Laws , which they 
had tranſgreſſed > what 
diſhonour brought it to 
:rſ.17., the Name of God > 
| what. 
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what Judgements upon 


his people > The vileſt 
Miſcreants, what En- 
couragement 
they take in their wick- 
edneſs, were Conſcience 


only to be their Judge > 


how would baſe Na- 
tures preſume to bribe ir 
with their tears > and 
how apt were it to be ſo 
dealt with > TI have 
often obſerved, (and do 
think 1t 1s not theleaſt 
Ground of that experi- 
mented Maxim, Sazzguts 


Martyrum eſt ſemen Eccle- 
| fie) that Miſery will ex- 


tract Compaſſion to- 
wards our moſt bloody 


Enemies , our. greateſt. 


Op- 


would. 
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Oppoſites : nay, the 
very pains and charge, 
which,even wicked aGti- 
ons expoſe men to, were 
Conſcience the Judge , 
muſt be looked upon. 
"Tis pity Ziba ſhould 
loſe his Aﬀes, his Jour- 
ney, and his Good Will 
tO, Were this the 
Rule, tie cry of Juſtice 
againſt a Thief, an A- 
dulterer,would ſcarce be 
heard, amidit the fad 
and loud Complaints of 
Wife and Children: bur 
ſuch fooliſh pity would 
deltroy a Common- 
wealth : though this At- 
tection be moſt com- 
mendable in others, yer 

is 
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is it blame-worthy in 
a Magiſtrate. Bur more 
of this in the Applica- 
ton. And ſince Envy, 
Malice, with ſeveral] 0- 
ther of the Paſſions, do 


more violently profe- 


cute their Ends, thcn 
this of Pity ; what bath 
been ſaid of it, might 
with advantage be 
{ſpoken of them. 

2, This flexible Rule, 
is eaſily infected with 
prejudice : while Con- 
(cience fits Judge, thoſe 
have a ſingular advan- 
age, ( 1f I may uſe that 
vulgar ſaying) who cry 
Whore firſt, who are 
the Plaintiffs, This poor 

Me- 
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Mephiboſheth knew.,to his | 


colt, Dauidis ſo byaſled 
by the Servants prece- 
dent Information , that 
the greateſt ſatisfaction 
his Maſter > whom he 
had ſlandered , can ex- 
pet, is to come off with 
loſs : half his Eſtate he 
muſt forfeit 3. and 'tis 
well he ſcapes fo. How 
were that Princes eyes 
ſtricken blood-ſhot with 
Ziha's falſe Gloſs > nor 
did this prejudice , like 
Paint upon Church- 
Windows, only keep 
out Light ; bur, as he 
that looks through a 
coloured Glaſs, thinks 
_ all Objcas of that dye ; 
an 
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and knows not how to 


undeceive himſelf,unleſ(s 


he change his. medium- 


ſo. doth David's Con- 


{cience, being. thus 


tainted , judge Mephz- 
boſheth's righteous Cauſe 
of its own colour, Thus 


known Laws would nor 


have done :. they are not 
ſo eaſily ſtain'd,bur keep 


their native complexion, 


Nou® © vis dyw 5picecs > 


they are deat as well as 
blinde ; they ſcorn to 
lend an ear to mens ſe- 
cret whiſperings ; bur 
approve much better of 
Solomon 's Rule then Da- 
vids Practice, Prov.18. 


17, He that. is firſt in hi- 
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A Sermon preached 


own cauſe.ſeemeth juſt ; but 
his netghbour comes and 
ſearches him, 

3. This flexible Rule 
is cafily bended by (clt- 
Intereſt, Did thoſe that 
ſit in Judgement lie un- 
der only the controlls 
of Conſcience,how rea- 
dily might they ſay, The 
Caſe 1s altered , when 
they perceive it cither to 
concern themſelves, or 
any who could bur pur- 
chaſe their Favour > 
Have you read that ſto- 
ry concerning Judah and 
Tamar 2 Gen. 38, and 
did you obſerve how 
ſuddenly his Judgement 
varicd > felt-centriety 


drew 


g 


—— 
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drew Conſcience to two 
oppolite Points in an in- 
ſtant: in che 24 verſe, he 
commands her, wirhout 
farther deliberation, to 


| be burnt. Bur good men 


will be partial towards 
themſelves, When he 
underſtands by whom 
ſhe was with childe, 
though this aggravated 
her Crime alſo, (tor 
what before he thought 
Whoredom,now proved 
Inceſt ) how caſily did 
this Judge remit the pu- 
niſhment > Were Con- 
ſcience ever ſo quick- 
ighred 5 ( tiiough we 
ſhall anon prove 1ts 
eyes to be bur dim ) 

could 
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could it; like ſome well- 
touch'd Needle, point 
exactly where it ought; 
yer as Iron would that, 
ſo would Gold draw this 
aſide : as the juxta-po- 
ſition of the ſmalleſt 
Loadſtone would put 


the Needle into a qui- | 


vering poſture 3 yea, 
make it dance the 
Round, not knowing In 


what part of the Com- 


paſs to ſettle : even juſt 


thus is every ſelfiſh Re- | 


_ > apt to deal with 

:onſcience, And how 

dangenod 

midſt of a troubled O- 

cean , to ſail by a Wea- 

ther-cock-Needle> How 
im- 


- 


S Were 1tin the | 


| 
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| impoſlible for the moſt 


: 


Skilful Artiſt to work 


| exactly by a Leaden- 


Rule > 
This is the fecond 
Reaſon drawn 
from Conſcience, 


Conſcience is a de- Reaf. 3. 


{etive Rule ; *'rtis too 
ſcant to meaſure out 
uſtice in its due and 
full proportion. We 
have already proved it to 
be bur a refle&ed Light; 
and 'tis a known Ma- 
xime , Quod Radli reflext 
fiat ſemper 1mbeculliores , 
that reflegted Beams are 
more feeble then direct 
ones, If witha ſtron 

Hand you ſirike a Ball 
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A Sermon preached 
againſt the Floor , viti- 
ble Experience will 
{hew you, that it makes 
not 1ts Rebounds with 
ſo forcible a motion as 
it was carried thither, 
Nay, the Light by 
which Conſcience pro- 
ceeds In 1ts work , 1s but 
a Reflexion of a Reflexi- 
on : for even the Under- 
ſtanding it ſelf fees bur 
with borrowed eyes, 
Stars have no Native 
Luſtre of their own : bur 
that waich ſparkles in 
them, they derive from 
an higher Fountain ; 
and fo doth tke Intrellc&. 
Conſcience receives 1ts 
Light, bur at the ſecond 


Or 
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or third Rebound. And 
how impotent are the 
Moon - Beams , when 
compared with the Sun's 
more powertul and-a- 
tive Rays > But be- 
{ides this, even Reaſon 
it ſelf, which holds che 
Candle, while Conſci- 
ence reads, 1s but a poor 
contracted thing, Ho- 
mer 's Wiſdom might 
have been abbreviated 
into as narrow an Epl- 
tome as his Works : a 
Nut-ſhell would have 
held them both. How 
tew are there that un- 
derſtand what yefa ratio 
means > Do nor the 
Wilſeſt ſee weakneſs c- 

NOUgh 
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nough in themſelves to 
make them bluſh > How 
calily doth the next 
plauſible Author , or a- 
ble Diſputant turn us 
trom what but now we 


thought, a well-reſolved | 


Judgement > Dtd not 
the Wiſe Philoſophers 
bathe themſelves in the 
dirty Puddles of Error } 
Arijtotle votes the 
World Eternal. Plato 
places rational Souls in 


faxed Stars. Heaven | 


muſt be their Manſion- 
houſe; while carthlyTa- 
bernacles are fitted for 
them, Pythagoras thwarts 
at once both Scripture 
and Reaſon : though 

that 


be” 


ph OR << x? 


PS. LESS 
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that aflerts » The Spins 
relurn to God that gave it, 
Eccleſ.12.7, Yet this 
Philoſopher, upon its 
parting with its Body, 
clips its Wings, and 


| keeps it here 3 andra- 
| ther then fail, even 
 Bruits of the moſt igno- 

| bleſpeces , mult give ir 


Entertainment, In his 
Opinton, A#e0z's Dogs, 
having eaten their Ma- 


 ſters Body , might drink 
| up his Soul, 


We muſt 
confeſs, (for the Word 
of Truth hath ſpoken 
it, Gez.1.27, compared 
with Col, 3. 10. ) that 
the Image of an Infinite 
Wiſdom , was once 1m- 
printed 
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printed ujon the Soul of 
Man : and the Stoicks 
gaz'd ſo long upon , but 
the ruines of this beau- 
tiful Object, till , like 
Narciſſms, they grew 
enamoured of their 
own P1i&ures, *Tis true, 
Reaſon was once a moſt 
bright and glorious 
Torch : but alas ! be- 
ing confined to the dull 
and dusky Lanthorn of 
humane Bodies, this 
Candle of the Lord,(tor 
ſothe wiſc Man calls it) 
1s waxen dim,and ſhines 
bur weakly. And it the 
Window be grown fo 
dark{om , which ſhould 
let in Light ro direct the 


Con-f 
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pt | Conſcience in the ways 
is | of Equity, Truth and 
ut | Peace : it Reaſon, which 
1- | 1s the only Guide to its 
ie | feet, and Lamp to its 
w | paths, be thus over-caſt 
ir | with the ſhades of Er- 
e, | ror, without the. a(- 
{ | ſiſtanceoft known Laws, 
as | it can be bur anunſafe 
e- | Rule in matters of Judi- 


il | cature. 

of This 1s the third 

15 Reaſon drawn 

ot from Conſcience. 

t) Conſcience is a molt Reaf. 4. 


es | uncertain Rule, TI mean 
he | not only 7zcertitudtne Ob- 
ſo] 1747 3 for its flexibility 
1d | hath proved that in parc 
he || alrcady ; but 7zcertitud:- 
pe 


ya ur pin 
DS rn We Yo 
"Ss pac 


yo 
CO I ERIN 


_ 
907 omen 
n—_/ 


F 


s 
: 
: 
| 
k 
ii 
» 
| 4 
ts 1 
$3 
$3: 
: ; by 
+ 
T- 
- 
i 
; 
b 
: 
* q 
i t 
4 , 
; 
x z 
j ' 
; « 
[2 
, 
4 
I - 
4 a; 
16.37 
W9-, 
"35 
ny: 
FL, 
+ *t 
ks 
b 
[y Fl 
A A4 
*F 


EEE NN EN 


T2 2 as 
> TSS 2 - 


LO 
= Praghl 
= 
—— 


> ——— p=_- ws 


50. 


A Sermon preached 


ne Subjefi : even thole 
who were to walk by it, 
could never be acquaint- 
cd with it, Whence 
would enſue an mpoſit- 
bility of obedience 5 the 
arſ-joyntiig of a Common- 
wealth ; with a continued 
fear and diffidency 1n the 
mindes of Subjeis. And 
I, theſe , though inno- 
cent, would always bc 


in a trembling poſture, | 


always in fear of the 
Revenger : for unlels 


Conſciences were allf 


caſt in the ſame mould; 
thoſe very Actions 
which pleaſe them- 


{elves , as being corre- 


ſpondcnt to thetr own 
Light, 


\ 


at Cloamet 172 Ireland, 
Light, might incenſe 
thetr Rulers, 2, And 
ſince Obedience is no- 
thing elſe bur the corre- 
ſpondency of MensBcha- 
vior to the Laws of their 
Magiſtrates ; which can- 
not be without a know- 
ledge of thoſe Laws 
this, where the Rule 


were ſo unſecarchable 


and hidden a thing as 


Conſcience 15, would be 


impoſſible, Not with- 
ut juſt cauſe therefore, 
hath the Prudence of all 
izes, made Promulgati- 
12, ce efſentia Legum, this 
uſt zagrec Defiitio- 
tm. Suarez and Aqui- 
as dare not venture up- 
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A Sermon preached 


on thed-ſcription of aLaw 
withour it: "tis the pub- 
lication of Ads and Or- 
dinances , which ſtamps 
upon them their com- 
manding power, Sub- 
je&s till then, are neither 
bound to own them, nor 
ſubmit unto them, 
Some do thus expound 
Paul's circumciting T7; 
mothy, that notwith- 
ſtanding this Ordinance 
were long before abro- 
gated , yet was not that 
{o publickly declared 
till Paul afterwards did 
it himſelf, Gal. 5. 2, 3. 
I want time to ſhew you 
how the Supreme Le- 
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vulg'd his Will and 


Rom. 2, I4z 


Pleaſure to his Subjects : 
firſt by the ſilent voice 
of Natures ſecret Di- 
tates : then, by the 
louder noiſe of Thunder 
upon Mount $S:zaz : and 
ſince, in a more Goſpel- 


: Heb.1.1,2 
ſirain, by the milder J{tn2n 


cap. 


blaſts of $:0z 's Silver 
Trumpets : And to what 
end was all this > bur 
that the rebellious Sons 
of Adam might not 
tink with an zgzorarntia 
wincalils , to palliate 
their Diſobedience. 
Bur 3. the uncertainty 
and variablene(s of this 
Rule would diſ-joynt a 


Commonweal : *twould 
D 3 ſud- 
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ſuddenly ſpeak it; yea, 
of neccfhty make 1t an 
H CLEVOGCTICONS Bor' : for 
according to tue indiffe- 
rent capacitics of thoſe 
Mcn who were to judge, 
would be partly Hay, 
and partly Stubble ; 
partly Gold, and partly 
Dirt, Laws v:cre always 
eſtcemed the very form 
ot the Politick Body; 
and the compoſitum Can- 
not be unum guid, white 
the form is multiplex, 1] 
remember an Exercitator 
in theſe ?7;nes, hath urg'd 
this Argument againſt 
theercaing of Judiciary 


. Courts in cach County; 


That the various Con- 
"4 {tru- 
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{tructions, which would 
be made in theſe 
Courts,though upon one 
and the ſame Law, muſt 
needs breed great confu- 
fon ; and 1n a ſhort 
time make the Com- 
monwealth ftrangely 
unlike it elf. Then how 
much greater confuſions 
muſt our Conſtitution 
beget > in which the 
Laws will be as various 
as the Mindes of Men ; 
among which there 1s 
ſuch diſparity , tha 
theſe words, Quot hom:- 
nes, tot ſententte, have 


\ now for ſome hundred 
yeers been thought to 


{pcll a Trurh. Were 
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Conſcience the Rule in 
matters of Judicature ; 
what commends a Man 
in this City, in this 
County, might hang 
him in the next : what 
this Magiſtrate enjoyns 
as a Duty, another, liv- 
ing perhaps in the ſame 
Town, whoſe Conſci- 
ence is of a larger or 
more contracted {ize, 
ſhall forbid as a Vice: 
what Monſters would 
Citics,Kingdoms, Com- 
monwealths be, were 
this project ſeron foot > 
This 1s the fourth 
Reaſon drawn 
fromConſcience. 
Conſcience is a moſt 
ar- 
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arbitrary Rule : werea 
Judge confin'd to no 0- 
ther Bound , {ſince this 
and the Will he cloy- 
{ter'd up in the ſame 
Breaſt, he might pretend 
the one, and yet be acted 
by the othcr : his pri- 


| vate fic Volo, ſic juleo, 


would quickly ſupplant 
it, and ſupply its place, 
Nor can any thing be 
more dangerous , rhen 
tr the Wills of ſome 
tew,though good Menzto 
become Laws unto all 
others, Did I ſay, their 
Wills > yca, their vUctt 
Corruptions, Dawid's 
Luit mult be 7224's Law, 
and Arial's Decarhy2 Sam, 
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vs. The Eavy of 
ſome, and the Ambition 
of others , would be the 
poor Plaintiff 's ron wl- 
tra, like the Decrees of 
the AMedes and Perſians, 
unalterable, And what 
inſufferable enormities 
would this of neceflity 
produce > Tocnthrone 
Conſcience in the Seats 
of Judicature , were to 
pur ſo unlimited a 
Power into the hands of 
ordinary Men, as hath 
always made Kingdoms 
and Nations to groan 
nndcr it, when executed 
by the wiſeſt and beſt of 
Princes. Though Joat, 
Spimei and Adprrtiah , " 

c 
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cd juſtly,and their Blood 
let it reſt upon their 
own Heads ; yet the 
manner of their Con- 
demnation,were enough 
to make the moſt inno - 
cent Subjects tremble. 
\Were Conſcience the 
only Rule in matters of 
[udicature, thedefcri- 
ption of an Heathen 
Tyrant, and Ciriſtian 
Magiſtrate > woulda be 
one and the ſame : this 
Motto, Stat pro Ratio 
Yolanias , would indiffe- 
rently ſerve them both. 
And have you rcad thicir 
Preflures who live in 
the Torrid Zone of the 
Turkiſh Empire > whe 
{\vCat. 
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ſweat and ſigh under the 
weighr of thar Iron 
Sceprer, which is 
weilded by the Ottoma- 
Race, where the $ul- 
tan's Nod ts enough to 
ſtrangle the Greateſt 
Perſons in his Domini- 
ons > why know, thar 
to inveſt Conſcience 
with the forementioned 
Authority , were to 
place a Monarch equally 
abſolute 1n each petty 
Juriſdiction, 

This 1s the fifth 
and laſt Branch 
of the ſecond Ar- 
gument drawn 
from Con(ci- 


ence, 
The 
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The third is taken Arg. 3. 


trom our Judges , or the 
Managers of this unſafe 
Rule , what they may le : 
And although we have 
hitherto ſuppoſed them 
ro be Davids for Picty, 
and Solomozss for V Vil- 
dom, (and many ſuch 
we preſume this Age 
aftords) yet in time they 
may be, the weakeſt and 
worſt of Men, Any, 
who can but draw the 
ſpecious vail of an high 
Proſeſhon over the moſt 
notorious Adtings; any 
whom Eſtate or Cun- 
ning, can uſher upon the 
publick Stage, 8 render 
con{picuous among the 

vulgar : 
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A Sermon preached 
vulgar : yea, ſome per- 
baps, noleſs forlorn in 


Practice and Principles, 


then thoſe forctold by 
Chriſt, Johz 16.2. who 


ſhall think the Blood of 


God's taithtul Servants, 
a wcell- pleaſing Sacri- 
fice : and whether to 
truſt theſe with the 
wellding and forging of 
a Civil Sword ; whether 
to put ſo ſharp a Too! 
into ſuch mad Mens 
hands,be not dangerous, 
let any judge. 

This 15 the third 

Argument, 


Arg. 4. The fourth is taken 


from matters of Judica- 
tare, what they are: And 
they 
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they are ſometimes 
matters of :2tricacy, and 
always matters of 
weight. 

I. They are ſome- 
times matters of 13tFICacys 
and we have already de- 
monlirated a {cantneſsin 
Conſcience to meaſure 
ſuch: mens ſingle and in- 
digeſted thoughts, with- 
out the athitance of 
known Laws, are {el- 
dom able to dif-entan- 
ole them : for 077 feſti- 
natio caraeſt, tiney are 
the words of Sexeca: He 
cannor deſcribe a Coun- 
try, who rides Poſt ; nor 
thoſe Judges ſearch an 
intricate Cauſe to the 

bot- 
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bottome , who make 
haſte. And 'ts not 
imaginable, that our 
con{ciencious compoſers 
ſhould dwell long upon 
what ts broughr bejore 
them, it their labours 
be not well rewarded : 
for though the novelty 
of ſuch a Truſt may 
make them Zealous tor 
a ſeaſon ; yet this with- 
our Oyl will foon de- 
cay, They llread, and 
quickly learn to conitrue 
ſo much Latine , Proptey 
Of ficrum dlatur Beuefici- 
am, That Pains and Pro- 
fir ought to be Conco- 


mitants, And now, 
though the Grand Prec- 
tence 
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tence in the Infancy of 
this Conſtitution , muſt 
be the Subjects Eaſe, 
and the greedy Law- 
yers deſerved Ruine; yet 
the event wil prove, that 
the faireſt proportion 
of Juſtice, may be pur- 
chaſed by the heavieſt 
Purſe, Nor are the beſt 
of Men ſecured from 
this Temptation ; for, 4 
gift Uindeth thewiſe , and 
perverteth the words of 
the rrehteows > Exod. 23, 
8. 

Bur 2. they are al- 
ways matters of weight, 
Solomon 's Obſcrvations, 
rouching the terrible 
effects of a Prince 's 

wrath 
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wrath ; that tis as Me(- 
Pro.16.14. {engers of Death, and 
20.2 his Fear like the roaring 
of a Lion ; are chiefly 
grounded upon this 
Truth : not only Men's | | 
trifling Concerments ; | 
but whatſoever is moſt | 
dear unto them, falls | ' 
under the Juriſdiction 
of their Magiſtrates: and 
that Fence will not be- 
come our Cloſets, which 
may yet ſecure our Gar- 
dens : what ſpeaks our 
Lumber ſufficiently fate, 
would render our Plate 
and Jewels hazardous. 
Though ir were but a 
pardonable over-ſight, 
to adventure the diſpo- 
{al 
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fal of ſome ſupernume- 
rary Enjoyments, with- 
out the Conduct of 
known Laws : Yet ſince 
our Eſtates, our Lives, 
our Libertics do all dc- 
pend upon the Breath of 
a [udge : and (to let paſs 
what we have ſpoken 1n 
the third Argument ) 
ſince the Mercies of 
Men are Cruelrics, (tor 
ſo much may be in- 
ferr'd, as the Antitheſis 
will evince , from the 
Reaſon of David 's 


choice:) Iſay, ir be-1ch-1.23 


ing thus ; "twill be dan- 
gerous leaving thisBreath 
arbitrary or ſubject to 
no other Check bur thar 

CL 
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of Conſcience, a Rule 
which cannot be mea- 
{ur'd by any other a- 
bove, or without it (elf. 
But more of this in the 
next. 
This 1s the fourth 
Argument. 
Ar * The fifth and laſt Ar- 
Pf. 5. 
m to prove Con- 
cience without Laws 
an unſafe Rule, &&c. 1s 
taken from ſome grand 
Inconvemences which 
would {ollow upon this 
(I mean, beſides thoſe 
which may be rational- | 
ly drawn from what we . 
have faid already ) and 
they are among many 0- 
thers theſe three. 
1, Were 


at Cloymel iz Ireland, 


1, Were the known 
Lawsof a Nation can- 
ceIl'd , the Fu poſitivam 
laid aſide, and Coxſcience 
ſcated in its Room ; this 
would inevitably drive 
us to the Judicial or Mo- 
ral Law, or elſe to the 
Scripture itſelf, as our 
final Umpire in all Cox- 
tentios ; for fin being 
only the {werving from 
ſome received Rule, 
I Fohn 3.4. Rom, 5.13. 
theſe boa unleſs 
{ome . {ſuch Rule ſtand 
by them, can paſs no 
Judgement upon their 
own cr others Actions. 
And ſhould the Magr- 
ſtrate regulate his Con- 


{Ct- 


OD In > oe __. —————— 


; 
4 


hy Ses = 
Fg - — 
ERC PREISE OE En ge EET En naſty = 


—_—— 
. 


bl 
77 
p? 
5 
4 x 
1&4 s 
$ITE OE 
tos þ 
Ha 5 
#14 
* 
ny 
' 'y: 
1 £ 
& | 
#1 
8 [1 
is £4 


a 


_ ES 
WOE nn oe 
a gn 


EE GEE mE-ED 7 


Se 


be Oo 
= Ca C— 
—_— 
> BS AR. 
Ca 7 - ; _ 
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ſcience by the Judicial 
Law , how unſuitable 
were that in many 
things to the preſent 
ftate of theſe Nations > 
Were Theft among us 
only puniſhed with a re- 
ſtoring fourtold 3 how 
many thouſands may be 
found , who rather then 
work, or want, would 
venture that > It by 
the Moral Law, with- 
out ſome large and vo- 
Inminous Comment , 
(too large, 1 fear, to be 
often read ) even wiſe 
Men would be unable, 
by 1ts ſole Direction , 
to determine many , 
yea » moſt Controver- 

{iCS, 
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ics. Andalthough the 
VVord of God be a 
moſt Holy and Perfe& 
Rule ; yer the deplo- 
rable Experience of 
theſe Times, 1s Proof 
{ufficient, that this alſo 
may be wreſted to ting 
indire&t and collateral 
Aims of wicked men : 
How eaſily , how of- 
ten 1s 1t abufed by the 
Ignorance of ſome, and 
the Corruption of 0- 
thers > VVere the Ap- 
plication of this Righ- 
rcous Law left to Con- 
ſcrexce , the Quakers 
Dreams migtit com- 
mence uncontrollable 
Edits. Some would 

leave 
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leave their V Vives, their 
Children, their Fami- 
lies 5 and our Saviour's 


VVords, Mat. 15. 29, | 


muſt -both juſtiftie and 
commend them, V Vere 
this left to Conſcience, 
Tarqutzius his Countel 
would be practiced in 
theſe Nations ; our tal- 
leſt Poppies, Men of 
Eſtates and Eminency, 
muſt be cur off : Com- 
muntty, that now ex- 
ploded Levelling Prin- 
ciple, would reſurgere 
e Sepulchro, riſe out of its 
loathſom Grave, (where 
long may it lie buricd) 
and tread , what hath 


hitherto oppoſcd it, un- 
dcr 


ai Clonmel in Ireland, 
der its feet, unlefs you'll 
expunge \ \<CA#s 2. 44, 
wiaich proves, that they 


| parted their Goods, and 
| tad all in common, 


Were Conſciezee Once 
coniniflioned, to ex- 
pound and apply Sa- 
cred Truths to Civil 
Martters.,, how ſoon 
would ſome enlarge the 
Bordcrs of this Para- 
dox , Dommium fundatur 
'a Gratia 2 Not only 
Power, but Poſſeſſron z 
boch a Right to Rule, 
and a Right to Enjoy, 
would be founded in 
Grace : this dangerous 
Tenent, That the Godly 
muſt have all , and others 

E 10- 
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nothing , would march 
furiouſly with a Ju 
Diumm proclaim'd be- 
fore it ; becauſe the 
Lord hath ſaid , that the 


Pſal.,33.11 meek ſhatt t#herit the 


earth ; and Paul tells the 
Cortathians , that all was 
theirs, 1 Cor.3.22. 

2, Toappoint Con- 
ſcience without the 
{uperintendency of 
Laws, our Rule in Mat- 
rers of Judicature,would 
put the Legr/latrve and 
the Executiye Power , 11 
one and the ſame hand. 
This is another grand 
Inconventency , which 
the Prudence of our An- 
ceſiors hath carefully 

pre- 
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| prevented, by cauſing 


theſe to run in different 
Chanels, *Tis a good 
Note of the Lord Ye- 
rulam's , That Judges 
ought not, Jus dare, 
led, Jus dicere + their 
Work is not to make, 
but to apply the Rule; 
whiles he thar ſteers by 
no other Compals then 
his own Conſcience, 
doth both, VVhich (to 
omit, that the Emphatis 
of Tyranny muſt needs 
attend it ) would make 
Men thie and timerous, 


how they denounce the 


julteſt ' Sentence 3 and 


likewiſe. cauſe much 9o- 


aum to refle& upon 
| E 2 them 


T5 
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them , from ſuch as fall | 
within thcir reach ; be- 
cauſe the Law that pu- 
niſhes , ſhall be @& {| 
ſteem'd his that judges, | « 
We (ſcarce ever obſerve, | { 
(which I ſpeak nor in | | 
diſparagement of that | z 
way; 1{oirbe tree, and | © 
not forced ; for doubt- | ri 
leſs, *ris a moſt com- | 
mendable and Chriſti- | 0 
an courſe, 1Cor.6.5.) 1 
ſay, we {cldom obſerve tt 
a Difterence,though but [di 
in ordinary and petty {w 
matters , referred to [ui 
Arbitrators ; bur thoſe Jac 
who undertake it, from ISe 
one fide or the other, Jho 
{hall contra& 11 Will, Jbu 

{or : 
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tor doing but their Duty 
In it : while known 
Laws, ftanding in the 
room of a third Perſon, 
cven he __thart feels the 
{mart of theſe, cannot 
but applaud their Reg1- 
tude, with the faithfulneſs 
of his Judge, and quar- 
rels only with the 04- 
lquity of his own Adti- 
ons. 

3. To leave Conſczerce 
thus independent in Ju- 
diciary Proceedings , 
would render the moſt 
unjuſt Magittrates un- 
accountable, f{ince no 
Sentence could be fo 
horrid and wvillanous, 
bur might take Sanctu- 
E3 ary 
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ary in the Boſome thar 
ronounced it : for 'tis 
1mpoſible to convict 
ſuch of Irrcgularitics, 
who may plead a Con- 
formity to that Rule, 
which none can examine 
but themaſelves. If Johz 
of Leyden , the Prodigy 
of this laſt Century, 
will ſay, 'Tis his Coz- 
ſcience to have fifteen 
Wives at one time: 
to ſeize the Eftates of 
all who dare not joyn 
with him in his wicked 
Projes : to convert 
heaps of learned and 
uſeful Volumes into a 
Flame : to murder his 
own Wite only for pi- 


ty- 
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tying the languithing 
Inhabitants ot poor 
Mazjter , the miſerable 
Scene , upon which 
wcre aced theſe Abo- 
minations, And if that 
Conſcience be his Rule : 
theſe Prattices need no 
further Juſtification ; 
his zpſe dixit muſt ſtand : 
tis not for Man to con- 
tradi it, ſince God a« 
lone can trythe reins, Jer. 
17.10. 
Theſe are the three 
grand Tnconvent- 
ences, and our 
fifth or laſt Ar- 
gumentr. 


The Dodcrine thus 
E 4 COn- 
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confirmed,will afford us 
theſe following Ulfes : 
Viz, A Word 1. of Exhoy- 
tation 5 2, of Caution; 
3. of Encouragement ;, 4 .of 
Humiliation 5 5. of I: 
ſtrugon. 


Are the Conſcicnces 
of Wiſe Mcenan unſafe 
Rule > Then hence let 
me fpeak one Word to 
thoſe Honourable and 
Learncd Perſons, whom 
Providence, hath ap- 
pointed to {it in Judge- 
ment in this Place , and 
at this Time, And, my 
Lords , let this Text and 
Dodtrine, perſwade you 
to ſtick cloſe to thoſe 

Laws 


— 
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' Laws by which you 

| are govern'd your ſelves, 

| and ought to judge 0- 

;. | rhers. Thar Magiſtrate f 

* |1s not fittoat, who is | | 
| 


7 | fo ſhackled with the 
{crupuloſitics of his pri- 
vate Corſcience, Or ra- 


i ther over-weening Fan- 'F 
f | > as not to keep pace (| 
| vich theRule he 1s ſworn Il 

to walk by, We doubr Wl 


14 | ot, (and ler his Name | 
be praiſed for it) but nt 
the Lord hath, ina high | l 
meaſure, beltowed-up- [Ht 
4190 you Solomon 's Por- 11h 
y [100g even wiſe and 
/ underſtanding Hearts, 
Aud it Laws were only. 
oo the free Ebullitions of 

E5 Rea- 
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Reaſon,there were ſome | 
Pretence why that Wil- | 


dom without theſe,might 
be your Guide : But 


your Lordihips know,. 


That the Js Proprium 


in moſt Nations, 1s lit- 


le other then the Pro- 
du& of Experience and 
Necefhity : for ex malt 


Moribus fiunt bong Le- 


ges, And thoſe that 
chaſe the Wilde Boar, 
muſt not think to make 
their purſuit in a 
ftraight Line (though 


that were more becau- 


eiful and commodious ) 
bur muſt follow as they 
are led. Even fo our 
Law-givers in all Ages, 


(be-. 


Ins, 
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(being to purſue the 
Vicious Humors of 
Unreaſonable 
through their untoward 
Mazes , and wilde 
Mzanders) did ſfome- 
times ſtep our: of the 
Paths of Reaſon ,. 'caufe 
what they followed was 
Irrational, Hence 'tis 
that Laws differ as 
much as Climates; what 
one Country explodes, 
the other applauds ; 
while Reaſon is the 
ſame in all Places. 
That's the firſt Branch 
of this Uſe, Let your 
own private Reaſon. 
ſtrike Sail ro known 
Laws, 

Se- 


Men, 
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Secondly, As Judges 
may not relie upon their 
own Underſtandings ; 
ſo neither liſten ro the 
Pleadings of their own 
Aﬀections : for the 
Judge himſelf is condemn- 
ed, mhen the Guilty us 
acquitted, As Preju- 
dice muſt nor perſwade 
your Lorſhips to tor- 
ture Laws ; fo neither 
Piry ro gagge them, 
Theſe are Bs 31a and 
Charibdis, tne two Rocks 


your Lordſhips ought 


carefully to avoid :. for 
he that juſtifieth the wick- 
ed, and he that condemneth 
the juſt , even they both 
gre an abomination tothe 

Lord, 
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: Lord, Prov.17.15. And 
wonder not at this, ſince 
| Lexttas erga mals eſt cru- I 
| delitas erga bones , when Va 
; the Wicked are par- | 
' doned, the Righteous 
are puniſhed. 
It any obje&t , That 0bjeg. 
Mercy and Jultice inter- 
{ woven , 1s that Robe 
which beſt becomes a 
Judge ; and that Ma- 
eiſtrates , being called 
gods , ought to imitate 
the Lord in that, @- nt 
| ven as in other Attri- ok 
bures : 14 
We anſwer by grant- Azſw. 
ing the Allegarion , bur 
with this Ditference , 
| That God hath mercy 


upors 


FO 
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upon whom he will hate | 
mercy ; but they , upon ; 
whom they ought : fcr | 
though ir be his Glory * 
to conceal a thing, yt 1s | 
it their honour to {carch 
out a matter, Prov. 25, 
2, 
This is the fart Ute, 
A Word of Exhor- 
Fati6n. 


"ER 


4&1 Is our Dodrine a 
Wh Hſe2, Truth > Then takehecd | 
of being again decoy'd | 
into the leaſt Appro- 
bation of theſe, or the 
like Deſtructive Princt- 
ples : That Common-. 
#tealths may be governed 
without the known Lans : 
That 


at Clonmel in Ireland, 


That conſciencious Men, 
without the guidance and 
ſuperintendency of theſe, 
can ſteer a.State, Recol- 
le& what hath been al- 
ledg'd, concerning the 
impoſſibility of this, 


VV har though thou art. 
_ thy ſelf rais'd above 


that Opprefſhhon and 
Miſchief which would 
enſue upon it > yet re- 
member, thy poer 
Netghbours are not, and 
thy Children may not 
be. There are ſome. 
who (like that traitorous 
Hndcrminer of his Fa- 
ther's Kingdom, 2 Sam. 
i5.) do ſtand in the 
Gate > Wiſhing that 

they 
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they were Judges in the 
Land ; and that Men 


might bring their Suits' 


to them, for they would 
do them Juſtice, But 
know , that there 1s 
much difference be- 
tween AZſolom on Foot, 
and Atſolom on Horſc- 
back ; he kiſſes in one 
poſture, bur kills in the 
other : He thar 's cour- 
tcous in the Stirrup ,. 1 
churliſh in the Saddle. 
The Hedghog 1s no 
ſooner entertained 1n 
the Fox 's Den ;. but he 
ſets up his prickles, and 
tells his Hoſt, It he like 
it not, he may leave 
him there. Could the 

grand 


| 
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grand and primary Pro- 
jetors of this retorm- 
ed Model, have ac- 
complithed their Ends, 
though they ſeemed be- 
fore ro want Fingers , 
yet would they then 
have found Claws. *Tis 
dangerous taſting Poy- 
fon, though wrapp'd 
up in Sugar. And 
this Deſign of Extir- 
pating Laws, and En- 
throning a pretended 
Conſcience 1n their 
room , was too loath- 
ſome to be otherwiſe 
ſwallowed 5 roo de- 
formed to appear with- 
out a vail : for it the 
Wolf will enter the fold 

with 
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with the Sheep 's con- 
ſent, he muſt wear their 
Livery. 

Do any obje& , That 
this Diſcourſe and Cau- 
tion are both out of {ca- 
ſon > 

My Anſwer is , That 
I could wiſh them more 
out of ſcaſon, then I 
fear they are: for thar 
Phyfician muſt love his 
Profit too, well , who 1s 
quarrelſome becauſe his 
Neighhours are not 
ſick, Befides, though 
God hath blown this 


Cloud from off Men 's 


Underſtandings at pre- 
ſent; yet how ſoon its 
ſcattered parts may rc- 

| unite, 


| 
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unite, and a ſecond time 


| over-{pread us, we do 


not know. 
This 1s the ſecond 
Uſe, A word of 


Caution. 


Is the ſuperinten- 
dency of Laws ſo re- 
quitite, &C, 
this encourage Magi- 
ſtrates, both in their 
work , and in their Way. 
In their Work : For this 
Doctrine ſpeaks it high- 
ly neceflary, We can- 
not live ; our Com- 
monwealth cannot 
ſtand : but without it, 
ſinks under jts own un- 
weildy Bulk. And be- 

cauſe; 
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cauſe to have no Rule> 
and having one, to want 
Knowledge how to uſc 
it, is the ſame thing ; 
This Doctrine doth 
commend their Way too : 
for our Mazifretes are 
acquainted with this 
Rule z ihey are vers'd 
in the known Laws of 
theſe Nations, with- 
our which, Taftrce 
would be defc@ive, e- 
ven lame as well as 
blinde z and Coxſcrexce 
but a feeble Reed, ſha- 
ken with the Winde 
of every paſſion : Law 
is the Compaſs, by 
which our Maziftrates 
dirc&t their Courſc; 
and 
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, and the want onely of 


2 


this Pilot, made Da- 
vid 's Judgement fo Op- 


\ preſive, his Sentence {o 
| 5 


| Injurzous. 


This 1s the third 
ule, A Word of 


Encouragement, 


Is Conſcience with- 
out Laws, exc. Then 
let this humble the 
wiſeft and beſt of Men, 
while our Doctrine di{- 
plays before them their 
own Frailties. Ler 
them bluſh to ſee whar 
poor contracted things 
they are 3 how ealily 
turn'd aſide with every 
flanderous Breath z how 

U'1- 
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unable to judge, even 
the (malleſt matters. 


Nor may any ob-' 


jet, what ſome have 
ſaid concerning Na- 


tures Law, (from which | 


ouwTipung 3» Or primary 
at of Conſcience , dit- 
ters oncly ratione) that 


this Law is the clearcit 


Light , the beſt Guide; 
for I have heard thar al- 
ready : and thar thoſe 
who act according to its 
Dictares cannot «rre ; 
for I have heard that 
to0., I havercadtheo(c 
and orthcr the like En-: 
comiums of Nature : 


Tdem beatz wtvere & ſe-: 
cundum Naturam , ad il-\ 
lus 


p 
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lis Legem Exemplumque 
format ſapieatia eff, But 
pray who was tt thar 
chus commended Na- 
ture, bur ſome con- 
ceired Stroick ; ſome 
purblind Heathens, who 
nad loſt their eyes with 
doating ſo fondly upon 
ſo toula Miſtris > Doth 
not Scripture teach us, 
that Nature is bruitiſh, 
blinde and dark > Doth 
not Experience teach us, 
that Coxſcierce is turn'd 
an 1gnis fatuu, and leads 
us into the paths of Er- 
ror > 'Twas once in- 
deed a Star of the firſt 


Magnitude a bright 
1 and ſhining Taper : Bur 


alas! 


95 


96 


we 5 


A Sermon preached, 


alas | how is it now de- 
praved 2 how {urround- 


ed with ſmoak and 


blackneſs > Ir receives 
irs Light onely from 
an cclipſcd Sun, from 
a beclouded Intelle& ; 
and rhat Moon which 
doth ſo , will ſhine but 
teebly. 
Tti1s 1s the fourth 
Uſe, 4 word of 


Humiliation, 


It the Conſcicnces ot 
wiſe and good\ Men 
be ſo unſate a Rul Þ & f, 
Then, | 

I, AHexce v, may 
tara, what pitiful 


work would wicked 
Men 


at Clonmel 11 Tyeland, 


Men and Fools have 
made > what lament- 
able Stories would a 
little .Experience have 
cold - of ſuch > How 
many Innocents mult 
have groaned under the 
Preſſure of their Ri- 
diculous and -Llnjuſt 
Decrees.> If a Sen- 
rence {Oo Unreaſonable, 
(as this 11 our Text ) 


drop. from 'David 's 


Mouth , what may. wc 
expect from Saul 's 2 
Ziba lo far prevaild 
with the Former, as 
to rob . one Man -of 
nis Eſtate 3 but Doeg 
{o far with the Latrer, 
as to bereave  1ome 

F Hun- 
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Hundreds of their 
Lives : Fourſcore and 
five of the Lord *s5 
Prieſts may dye their 
Ephods. in their own 
Blood, x Sam. 22, He 
choſe rhe better part, 
who deſired , rather to 
Live under the moſt 
cruel Tyrant that a- 
&ed by a Declared 
Rule, then under the 
beſt Prince without 1t, 
And if the Hoheſt Men 
in theſe Nations, with- 


out the Guidance of 


known Laws, be un- 
capable of fo great a 
Truſt 5 Then, doubt- 
lefs tor the Conſciences 
of Malicious Selfifh 


Hy- 


at Clonmel i Ireland, 


H rites to be made 
he of Righr 
and Wrong, had 
been moſt ſad, and dan- 
ZETOUS. 

2, Hence me ma 


learn, to look back, 


with filent Admirati- 
on, upon that deſpe- 
rate Rock we have e- 
ſcaped ; to review that 
Unavoidable Ruine , 
whach fo lately threat- 
ned us, with a thank- 
ful Altoniſhmenr, *Tis 
not long ſince we ſaw 
ſowe ſeated in the room 
of the Judge, who nei- 
ther knew the Laws, nor 
pretended tro at by 
rhem, *Tis nor long 
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fince VWiie Men- in: a 
Diſtracted © Poſture , 
{tood gazing upon cach 
other , Jiſftning dilt- 
gently what horrible 
Deſolations rheir mi{- 
guided Zeal would 
g1ve Birth unto, - whoſe 
Grand Conſultations 
were, how to raſe the 
Foundation of this 
Commonwealth, and 
Extirpate its Laws. 
Harth that Eye which 
neither. - {lumbers- nor 
ſleeps prevented 4 ; 
Break torth into praiſcs 
for {0 great , {6 undc- 
ſerved a Mcrcyg 

3. Hence weſmay learn, 
To zefi the Lg/d for that 
CIMINCNT 


| . 


at Clozzmel ja Ireland, IOq 


L J eminent Affiſtance and 
Direction he graciouſly 
{ vouchſafead his Servants | 
- I latcly aſſembled in Par- 
2 {| ltament : To Yleff the | 
- Lord for o1ving tem | 
|. | Courage and Refolu- | 


pm WW 


2 | rtionto aſſert the known 
S }Þ Laws of theſe Nations, 
> { the- ſtanding Rule by 4 
3 { which thcy mult be go- } 
| {I vernd: To ee ff the Lord ; 


[for putting into their 
| {| hanus that Ariadze's 
* [| Thread, which hath 
\ {Jbecn their Conduct to 
| fo hopeful x Settlement, 
through the trick Dark- 
nefs of forincr and late 
Coniuſtons : Yea, To 
He ihe Lord that our 


O 4- - 


A Sermon preached,&c. 


Supreme Magiſtrate 1s 
now a ſ{ccond time en- 
gagcd by Oath to Ma- 
nage his Great and 
Weighty Truſt, accor- 
ding to the Laws of this 
Commonwealth : And 
that in {o good a Mea- 
ſure God hath reſtored 
our Judges as at the 
firtt , aid our Counſel- 
lors as at the beginning, 


FINIS. 


